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Introduction 

Vevila Hussey, MSW (Choctaw) is a former foster youth 
and advocate for culturally responsive system 
change.  Change that doesn’t put the blame on social 
workers, but supports them to maximize the support 
systems and expertise that Tribal Community brings. 

Education 

Her Graduate Degree in Social Work from California State 
University (2005) included a specialization in Indian 
Child Welfare.  Her Bachelor of Arts in Social Work – with 

an emphasis in Native American Studies, was earned in 2002 from California State 
University, Chico. 

Passion 

Ms. Hussey has about 15 years in the Indian Child Welfare, including as a Director of 
Social Services for a Tribe, a Tribal Indian Child Welfare Program Coordinator, a Family 
Reunification Social Worker – Native American Specialist, and a Tribal/Government 
Liaison – Social Worker Supervisor.  She served as a Tribal Partner in the California 
Partners for Permanency Program, a five-year grant designed to reduce the 
disproportionate amount of Native American and African American foster youth in the 
child welfare system, and currently trains new county social workers on Indian Child 
Welfare – as well as serves as an “ICWA Expert”, Qualified Expert Witness 

Ms. Hussey was key in legislation in California that enables Federally Recognized Tribes 
and their Tribal Agencies to receive background check information for purposes of 
relative, foster and adoptive home approval, long advocated for by Tribal 
Representatives.   In the past she has also chaired the Tribal Department of Justice 
Crime & Substance Abuse Prevention Workgroup, as well as the Tribal Department of 
Justice Domestic Violence Prevention Workgroup. 

Ms. Hussey leads Racial Impact Projects and heads an interstate agency workgroup with 
a goal of system change that reduces disproportionality and disparities.  She presents on 
topics related to Cognitive/Implicit Bias, Racial Impact, and Indian Child Welfare, and 
has received over 200 hours of instruction in indigenous studies from a traditional 
Shaman. 
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Lessons Learned 

She humbly admits to learning many important lessons via mistakes, but prides herself 
in succeeding despite challenging circumstances. 

Through her life and career experience, she has learned that it is truly the Community 
and Tribe who are the experts as to healing of their children and families.  Further, there 
are bridges that can be built between U.S. and Tribal Governments, when folks “lean in” 
with an attitude of humility, and “stay in,” despite difficult conversations.  Finally, a 
strengths based approach is key to lifting up children, youth and families, and the 
preservation of Tribal Families in particular. 

Contact 

Ms. Hussey is available for Indian Child Welfare Expert Reports/Testimony, and is 
typically able to provide thorough assessment, including contacting and interviewing all 
relevant parties within about seven days.  Please contact her 
atProfessionalNAConsulting@gmail.com for further details. 

Disclaimer 

Please note: Vevila’s blog is not legal advice. 
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